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Welcome tothe UP Tech Talk podcast. Comingto you fromthe academic multimedia
studio. On the University of Portland campus. Produced by academictechnology
services.

Welcome to anotherepisode of the UP Tech Talk podcast. This is Ben Kahn, I'm the
academictechnology specialist, and trainerat University of Portland. Today I'm joined
by Maria Herb. Hello, Maria.

Hey Ben.
How's it going?
Good.
Awesome.
Welcome back.

Today we're happy to have joining us againin the studio professor David Turnbloom.
Who's a theology professor here atthe University. David, how's it going?

Itisgoing quite well thank you.

Verygood. David, we are just havingyouin here today. You're a repeat guest, but we
just chatting with you. | heard that you were working on a project foryour theology 105,
whichisone of our core courses at the University, involving a [subreddit 00:01:05]. Tell
me a little bitaboutthat.

Yeah, so talkingtoa lot of colleges, notjustin theology, but across disciplines; One of
the worriesisthat we all have our cultural capital. Ourexamples from pop culture that
we like to go to to geta pointacross to students.

The olderyou get you go to that movie, and you justlook at them have confused looks
on theirfacesgoing, "I'msorry that was 10 years before | was born Professor." I'mlike,
"What, no. Oh, you don'tknow that one?" | was thinking how do | maintain my
awareness of whatthe students are interested in? You know the things thatare
importantto them culturally.

One of the things that I'm regularly wasting my time onis Reddit. Which is this great
website thatis basically aplace to post links from anywhere on the website. Aboutany
topic. Within Reddit there are subreddits as you said. That could be devotedtoa
particulartopic. Whetherthere's one onjust Catholicism, or one on House of Cards
television show. Anything.

These would be Reddit/R/Catholicism, orsomethinglike that?
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David: Yes, and they can be public, and they can be private, inviteonly. They can be modified in
whateverway you want. What | did was | started one for THE 105. Right now I'm doingit
for the firsttime this semester. It's basically a way of getting the students to post things
that they are reminded of duringlectures, or during readings.

Recently we spend aday reading Genesis chapters 1-3. Anything that pops into their
mind as I'm describing these books, orthey're readingthem. Whetherit'saclipfrom a
television show, asong, a poem, a picture of a sculpture, anything they canthen go on
to the subbreddit, and posta link.

When | say that inthe comment section, because with every like there'sacomment
section. Thenyou have to write at me, 100 words minimum, describing how what
you've postedrelatestothe topic. The amazing thing is I've gotten about 120 postings
so far this semester. The amazingthingis almost every singletime they're writing 200,
400 words where they really getinto.

It's somethingthatthey came up originally, and they want to tell me about, and their
otherclassmates about. It'sbeen a great way to see what'sinteresting to them. The flip
side of it, that's really what | wantto get at, isit alsoteachesthemtosee theirworld
through a theological lens.

When they're saying, "Okay thisisan assignmentthat I'm goingto be doing throughout
the semester," because | say you have to make 5 postings to have fulfilled the extra
creditassignment. You canonlydo 1 perweek. It'ssomething they have to do overthe
course of the semester. They are developingthe skill to say, "How do | see the world
throughthe lens of what | justread? How do | see the world through the eyes of
somebody who's trying to think about human nature from the context of Genesis 1

through 3.
Maria: What are some of the things that they posted?
David: It's a lot of musical stuff, because I'malso usingalot of musicin my class. Asfar as

examples, and | talk about musica lot. For instance, we had one of the very first classes |
doison; What isa tradition, and how do you participate in tradition? Having them look
at theirhistory, and theirfamilies history, and what that means tothem now.

Somebody posted one of the songs from the musical Hamilton. About who lives, who
dies, whotellstheirstory, isone of the linesinthere about; You don't get to control
exactly whatyourlegacyisgoingto be. When we look back at traditions we are reading
our current concernsintothat as well asa way of updatingit. Making that past the
truth, that was there speak to now, in an authenticway. She brilliantly looked at that
song, and related that. That's a really good example of it.

Thenlittle videos here, and there. Somebody posted avideo of, | believe it was, Carl
Sagan talking about the universe. Afterhavingalecture on mysterium tremendum
fascinans. Whichiis this concept of the religious experience of the mystery under-girding
life,and how thatleavesusinawe, and at once terrified. It'sadescription by Rudolf
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Otto of what is at the heart of all religions, and religious experience.

The students say thisis what Carl Sagan is doing overhere. Connectingittotheirlove of
science, and astronomy you get those really nice examples.

Reallyit could be anythingthatthey're posting. It's just wide open it sounds like? It's up
to theirinspiration.

It's completelyopen. They could post funny little memes, or whatever. I really try to say -
Especially right now, because I'mtryingitoutfor the firsttime. | was like I don't know if
thisisgoingto be a massive failure, orifit's goingto be amazing? | said just radically
openanythingyou poston their.

The real assignment, | guess, isthe 100 words. If you can articulate to me how it relates
thenI'm not just getting random stuff thatthey're just throwing up. Sofar,
overwhelmingly I've been veryimpressed with the responses.

Any filmanalysis, orart?

Yeah, people have- The artI'm trying to think of a concrete example of- I don't think
anybody's posted a painting, or a sculpture, oranythinglike that yet. Films. People have
posted clips from Rick and Morty. | have to go back. You know the cartoons that are
very, very popular.

That's one that | learned very, very popular. Everybody's like, "You haven't watched
this?"I'm like, "l haven't." Now I'm going to start watchingit, and start drawing from
that cultural capital. I've learned alot fromit so far about things | wasn't aware of. Now
I'm making myself aware.

Mechanically there's really not a huge difference between Reddit, and a Moodle forum.
Otherthan, | guess, students have the ability to upload things that they like, and things
like that. What drew you to using Redditinstead of your standard issue Moodle forum?

Great, sothe goal if thisworks, and itis working now. Is starting next semester some of
my colleagues, who are also teaching the same course, I'll make them moderators. Then
whatthey can dois put up the same assignment. What we're goingto have now, rather
than just being my course, iswe'll have this multi-section forum. For these students to
interact, and post things.

How it worksis whenthe moderatoris allowed certain moderating powers then they
can have theirstudents create user names. Then they have to take that user name, and
approve them. Each moderatorwould be in charge of approvingtheirstudents. Now
rather thanit just being my class I've gota largergroup of people. Everyone of us
teachesitin aslightly different way. We'll get otherinteresting things from the way they
teach the course, and how thatrelatesto their students.

The biggestthingforme isgoingto be this doesn'tthen stop when that student finishes
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thisclass. | want to keepitopen, sothat as they progress through the next theology
core course, through the rest of theireducation here, and theoretically once they've
graduated, and gone beyond; You have this massive community of people who have
takentheology 105 at the University of Portland. Who can then come back, and say,
"I'm not doingthe extracredit assignmentanymore, but hey here's something. Here's
something." It gives me a way of stayingintouch with past students, of past students
stayingintouch with me, and with one another. That's dedicated to this place where
theology-

Againthisisintroto theology, soit'svery broadly conceived, and how that's affected
theirworld view. They can come back, and show how it's grown, or changed, or
whatever. I'mhoping, it's5 weeks old at this point, butI'm hopingthatin5 years|'m
goingto have areally, really nice website. ThatI'm going to have all my colleagueswho
teach this course moderating, and will have a thriving community of exchange about
theology, and the culturesin which all of our students are trying to apply that theology
that theylearned here.

| thinkit'sinterestingthat you use the word community. I think thatis the difference in
whatyou're building between a Moodle forum that might be tied to a certain week.
Thenit's done, it's dead after that. Afterthe courseis overforgetaboutit right?

Yeah, forgetaboutit.

I'm taking coursesright now, and | go into the forums. There's, for one discussion topic,
there'sforumA, B, C, D. | see my last name nexttoone, and I'm like okay. I'msiloed into
thislittle online discussion forum with 3other people. | miss that chance to click with
whoeverelse might be inthe course. Whoever else might be in the course next
semester. I think the use of Reddit as this long standingcommunityis areallyinteresting
idea.

Definitely, and just buildinga community that's got a long shelflife. You know, that's a
great endeavortobegin with.

Yes, and I'm sure that as time progresses | will learn how to tweak this, orthat, and
refine alittle bit. Right now itisvery much an experiment, butI've been very happy with
how it's going. The nice thingaboutitisit's an extracreditassignment. Itvery muchis,
at the moment, people self selectingintoit.

There's people who are, thisinterests me, | would like to be here.ldon'tjustget a
bunch of people finding whatever they can, and throwingit up there, and making
connections. I'mhopingthat, because itisthose people who want to be there that, that
will hopefully pouroverintothem wanting to continue that conversation. We'll see
hopefully that works.

What would you say to the people that might say, Reddit, | think I've heard of that. Isn't
that a place that's full of: hatred, and misogyny, and bullying, and pornography? All
these things that we'd associate with the dark corners of the internet. Why would you
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choose to bring yourtheology studentsinto thatenvironment?

Well, yesitisall of those things. Asisthe world. If there's one thing that Christianity has
struggled with, it'swhole existence, is that you are subsistingin asinful place. Learning
to see the fact that itis often out of these places that beauty comes. It's not justan
either, orsituation with these.

I've chosen this, because it's first off the technology itself is great. It's a great place to
have conversations. It's agreat place forbeing somebody who's not very good with
technology, who's learning. It's something that's pretty easy fora moderatorto do. It's
alsoa place, if you're worried about controlling the content of somethingasa
moderator, it'sincredibly easy to control the content within your private subreddit.

| can quickly erase whatever | want. | can quickly stop somebody from postingall of
these things. Asfaras the argument of, "I've heard that's bad." Well show me a
technology that hasn'tbeen used for bad things. All of asudden you're going to be back
to, well nothing, because that's justhow humans work. Whetherit's pen, and paper, or
the most advanced electronics. The questionis how do we use whatis beautiful to
perpetuate, and adepttothat beauty that'salready there?

That's what I'm trying to do with this widely available, very free technology. | haven't
heard, intalking to many of my colleagues about this, nobody has said that off the bat.
"Oh I've heard that, that's a dangerous place." Everybody at this point, | think, knows
theinternetisa dangerous place. Thatisalsoan incredibly important place, and useful
place justlike anywhere else.

It's a place that's very hard to avoid these days. | would say. No matter what your
vocationis. | think I kind of setyou up for that question, becausel'mincomplete
agreement with youonthat. | thinkit's so important that we recognize the tools that we
have. How they're impacting our society. That we willfully, and with forethought make
those tools available, and we familiarize ourselves with those tools, and what they can
be usedfor.

Have you found any [redisent 00:15:15] users among your students?

Notreally, butat the same time | haven't gone out seekingthem. Likel said before it's
very much a-

Extra credit, right?

It's an extracredit- Youself selectintoittype of a thing. Certainly not everybody has
created a profile, and signed up. | would say, at this point, 60% have done it. Nobody
has told me that it's because, "Oh Reddit that's a bad website, and I don't go there."

Nobody said that. | thinkit's just a lot of people are like extra credit. I'm just goingto
focuson whatl have to do, and getthese things done. Whichisfine.

| think that as time goes on I'll get betterat my pitch. You know get betterat howdo |
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encourage this, and make it so that the participation goes up.

Maybe it will just become a part of yourclass, and not even be extra credit.

Yeah, it might end up going that way. If | see enoughreal good come out of it working it
insomehow would be good. Atthe same time | do like it being that, | wantto do this,
kind of thing. There's a depth of participation thatis goingto be there that | think the
second you make something mandatory it's harderto get to.| don't know. | would like it
to be everybody's there conversing back, and forth, and having a spontaneous
community that way. Aboutidealsthat we reach towards.

Very cool. All right well do we have anything else we want to cover?

How are we fortime?

We're at about 15 minutes. I think we're good on time.

| think we're perfect. Right that's good. David that's just great that you took on a project
like this,and wentforit, and got it out there. I think that's really what it takes. Just even
starting with somethingthat's catching yourimagination alittle bit. Just wanting to see
where it goes. Now you put itout there, and somebody else is goingto hearaboutit,
and maybe giveitatry.

Yeah, absolutely. I thinkit's so applicable to any class, any field. Definitely an innovative
use of thattechnology here on campus. Definitelywillwant to keep tabs on that. If

anyone'sinterested just send David an email.

Yes, please. If you have any ideas about how to make it better, things that could
happen, things | could add to the assignment [crosstalk 00:17:52]

I think | can relate Rick and Morty to any academicsubjectif I try hard enough. I think
it's a good- It's a great fit.

That's academia [crosstalk 00:18:00]. Make connections to things at all costs.

All right well David thanks for joining us, and talking about your project today. We love
having you. Come back anytime.

Thank you so much.

We'll definitely have you back.

All right, and we'll see you nexttime.
All right.

Bye.
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Thank youfor joining us for anotherepisode of the UP Tech talk podcast. We post new
episodes on Friday mornings. If you want to hear more please subscribe through iTunes,
or check outthe Tech Talk blogat TechTalk.UP.EDU.
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