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Welcome Delegates,

My name is Mary Lee, and I am the Secretariat-General for the UCI Model United
Nations 2021-2022 school year. I am honored to serve as part of your Secretariat this year and
are excited for everything we have planned for the conference. Now that we are finally hosting
an in-person conference again after two years, we hope that everyone will reunite together, have
a fun, engaging and informative time in debate.

I am a fourth year Criminology, Law and Society major. I have been involved in
UCIMUN since freshman year of college and loved my experiences here by far. My favorite part
of actively being involved in MUN is cooperating with other students to contribute to raising
awareness of global issues and their relevance to the holistic wellbeing of the entire world. In
UCIMUN, I have been an Assistant Director of the Legal Committee, Director of the SPECPOL
Committee and Secretariat-General for the year of 2020-2021. Outside of UCIMUN, I am
actively involved in advocacy for basic needs, research, and legal organization. In my leisure
time, on the other hand, I like listening to music and watching YouTube videos.

By now, we have spent roughly two years in this unprecedented time due to Covid-19.
This year, however, in light of the global pandemic that has been slowly attenuated by
vaccination, our theme, “reaffirming UN leadership in rebuilding a fractured world”, has become
more relevant than ever. As we are transitioning to the new-normal in such turbulent times, it is
imperative to recognize the responsibility of the UN and address any lingering issues that are
influencing different communities across the globe. With your research and your resolutions, I
would like you all to delve into ways to benefit as many people as possible, because global issues
go beyond nations and governments—they affect all of us.

Our staff’s goal, as always, is to provide delegates with high quality debate and an
opportunity to immerse themselves in an intellectual discussion of relevant issues. Please feel
free to reach out to me or our Directors anytime between now and our conference. We are here to
help you in any way we can.

Thank you for your time, and I look forward to seeing you in the Spring!

Sincerely,
Mary Lee

UCIMUN Secretariat 2021-2022
ucimunsg@gmail.com

UCIMUN | 2


mailto:ucimunsg@gmail.com

MODEL UNITED NATIONS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE
UCIMUN 2022 | April 23-24, 2022 | sites.uci.edu/ucimun

Dear Delegates,

I hope you are all doing welll My name is Natalie Bonilla, the Director of the Sixth
Committee (Legal) for this conference. This will be my second year of being a part of UCIMUN
and my first time as a Director, so I am very excited and determined to make this a great learning
experience not only for myself but for you all as well! Prior to this year, I had an opportunity to
serve as an Assistant Director of the 4th SPECPOL Committee and such a wonderful experience
that ultimately made me continue my membership here at UCIMUN.

To give you a little more about me, I am an incoming sophomore pursuing a degree in
Criminology, Law and Society with the hope of double majoring in Sociology or Chicanx/Latinx
Studies. I am very passionate about social justice, community service, and making delicious
coffee with my dad any chance I get. And some things I like to do for fun are watching various
gaming streams, reading books, and baking random goods late at night for myself or friends! As
for other extracurriculars, I am very involved at UCI as I enjoy being a part of cultural
organizations, mentor programs for incoming freshmen, and of course Model United Nations.

Moving on to the topics for this year's committee, we have Topic A: Legal Accountability
of International Organizations and Topic B: Evaluating the Scope of Universal Jurisdiction.
Topic A will be evaluating the types of legal accountability among international organizations to
ensure the best support and assistance to people who are supported by international organizations
as the Sixth Committee focuses on legal action to keep all issues in order. Topic B will be
focusing on universal jurisdiction and the importance of legal action being made by nations and
their own governments in their own land or others to ensure peace and cooperation. The Sixth
Committee also focuses on ensuring no laws are being broken and providing correct guidelines
for each nation to correctly provide justice to the people. Both topics have a main focus on
improving cooperation and ensuring all nations are being held responsible for any actions to
ensure we are building a strong community among nations in order to solve national issues or
problems. Since in order to fix something it takes cooperation, compromise, and improvement.

To end this off, here is one reminder about research. I would like to encourage everyone
to go beyond what I provide in the topic synopsis since it is just a starting point for everyone to
get an idea of the information. It would be best to do your own research, so you can better
understand this topic on a deeper level and be more prepared to participate in the upcoming
conference. Otherwise, I am extremely excited to see all of you at the conference in April! Of
course, if you have any questions please feel free to email me and I will respond as quickly as I
can. As always, do your best and have fun with this.

Sincerely,

Natalie Bonilla
Director, 6th Legal Committee
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Topic A: Legal Accountability of International Organizations

Introduction

International Organizations (IOs) have a prominent role in the world to offer a range of functions
like protecting human rights or providing financial or legal support to state governments. An
example of an international organization is the United Nations (UN) whose mission is not only to
protect human rights but ensure peace and stability globally (Council on Foreign Relations). Due
to the significance of these organizations across the globe, it is crucial to ensure that there is
accountability when they do not properly fulfill their roles or follow regulations to ensure justice
to protect the rights and safety of people globally (Wilde, 2006).

One might question what 1Os are legally responsible and can be held liable for. Not every
international organization resides under the same sovereignty of the host state; in fact, each
country has separate methods of decision-making (Suzuki, 2005). The uniqueness of each
organization is a crucial reason for discussing the topic of accountability since it is not a simple
subject to agree on due to conflicting perspectives of responsibility. An example of these
conflicting perspectives is when states or nations commit wrongful acts under an 10, triggering
the discussion of whether the IO must also take responsibility alongside the states for the act.
This has been argued as a possible violation of human rights due to IOs not being able to obligate
states to conform to strict laws making it harder for IOs to follow guidelines or restrictions set by
international law. This was clearly shown in the case between the European Court of Human
Rights in Nada and Switzerland that gave light to the violation of Switzerland's right to not be

held accountable for the UNs mistakes. The case of Nada v. Switzerland involved Switzerland
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being investigated and held responsible for violation of Conventions meaning a previous
agreement between Nada and Switzerland. Though without Switzerland's knowledge, the
agreement interfered with their previous obligation to the Security Council that was seen as an
action against Nada. In the end after proceedings finished it was made known that Switzerland
unknowingly had a right to convince the court to not investigate or hold them accountable for the
UNs authority (Beneyto, 2013).

Accountability can be ignored or set aside due to the success of an IO, but that is not
acceptable since the rules and regulations are in place to ensure the safety and validity of any
second or third party involved with 10s. The UN and the Council of Europe (COE) are two
primary examples when it comes to the necessity for accountability for 10s, as they are
constantly involved in challenging human rights along with the European Union various times
(Beneyto, 2013). The constant increase of power between these two 10s leads to the expansion
of their own activities, like taking up more cases to support, leaving room for further
infringements on human rights. Seeing this expansion means that accountability starts with
internal accountability, meaning depending on judicial scrutiny and mechanisms of responsibility

to preserve rights and prevent misconduct (Beneyto, 2013).

Description

International Organizations
The first step to understanding 1Os requires dissecting their goals, previous actions, and
the contributions they have made. The Vienna Convention describes 1Os as an

“intergovernmental” organization created by treaties or an international agreement approved by
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law or legal presence (International Law Commission, 2011). Meaning, IOs can be created
between many different governments and be established through treaties or by law in order to
exercise their full power in terms of their mission. With this definition, it can help understand the
limits and correlations to IOs when it concerns international law and regulations (Gaja, 2011).
Along with this definition is the understanding of what constitutes a breach of accountability,
which is when the IO is either accountable under law or the 10 disregards their legal obligation
stated in their mission and goals (International Law Commission, 2011).

International Organizations like the UN and World Health Organization (WHO) have
been more prominent this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The global pandemic has shown
the importance of IOs and how crucial they are in supporting and helping people of the world
especially in the case of global health crisis; most IOs have been tasked with distributing
vaccines, giving safety information, and coming up with solutions to combat additional problems
that arose in the pandemic (UN News). WHO, in particular, has been able to vaccinate 75% of
people in 10 countries and strives to have a global reach of 70% vaccinated people by the middle
of 2022 (UN News). At the same time, however, the discussion of accountability has similarly
increased to ensure that each nation is receiving the appropriate support. For example, WHO was
accused of failing to properly handle the COVID-19 outbreak by not providing the necessary
medical support and attention to the outbreak site (Gasbarri, 2020). This emphasizes the
importance of keeping each international organization responsible for their participation and duty
that they promised to uphold and deliver globally (Gasbarri, 2020).

WHO is a large and noticeable power, especially in our current politics and discussion

around health, which makes it essential to hold WHO responsible for any wrongdoing or lack of
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support to any nation or people. WHO has been called out multiple times regarding the response
to COVID-19 and the proper discussion with China since WHO first ignored what China truly
was doing to stop the spread of this virus even though at that time China was the epicenter of
COVID-19 (Collins, 2020). The WHO gave praise in order to appear supportive but they later
responded criticizing China for its mishandling of COVID-19 (Collins, 2020). Being such a large
organization with multiple priorities can lead to many violations that aren't noticeable to them
but are nonetheless impactful to the communities affected. Yet they are far from the only ones
that have a large presence and power to influence the world in such a manner.

Despite such scandals, WHO has also been at the forefront in campaigning for greater
accountability. WHO has partnered with the United Nations Development Programme, World
Bank Group, and the Global Fund that have built a case for anti-corruption, accountability, and
transparency specifically in the healthcare system. For example, given the pandemic, there have
been higher risks of corruption in our healthcare system due to the increasing demands from
vaccination distributions. In order to combat this situation WHO has implemented ACTA or
Anti-corruption, Accountability and Transparency that implements measures which WHO did in
three divisions which are internal audit, inspection/evaluation, and investigation that all are used
to detail a report of misconduct or crimes in the health sector regarding WHO. From this report
WHO is able to manage and delegate which sectors of their organization need more support,
funds, or attention in order to accomplish each sector's goals (Kohler and Bowra, 2020).
Furthermore, WHO is the main response and point organization focused on the global pandemic
and a hub for information from many countries around the world, which WHO has demonstrated

through the Solidarity Trial that was able to supply the world with vaccines and answers
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(Jenkins, 2020). Additionally, other IOs have assisted in finding other flaws and proof of
corruption in many funds and organizations and advocated for the need to ensure accountability

(Kohler and Bowra, 2020).

The Difficulties of Accountability

The difficulties with accountability among IOs mostly arise when they try to protect their
reputation. An 10 is usually started to address or focus on a certain issue or to provide aid to
people either in IOs respective that can benefit their reputation. Reputation becomes a
disciplinary method rather than a chance of responsibility and growth. An example of this
harmful method is when the UN had received a lot of criticism for its handling of the cholera
outbreak in Haiti in 2010 (Daugirdas, 2020). Due to the worldwide attention to this incident of
the UN poorly handling the cholera outbreak, its reputation was damaged and forced the UN to
improve their outbreak strategies. However, it was too late because that incident also led officials
like Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to prevent further funding to support their new approach
that would improve or change water and sanitation systems in Haiti (Daugirdas, 2020). As
mentioned, reputation can be used as a consequence against IOs to conform to their own
responsibility as an 10. A reputation can label them as responsive or successful when it comes to
international crises or being relied on to support and provide for people rather than being seen as
inadequate and lousy. The UN encountered difficulties during the Cholera outbreak due to their
poor response which if the UN had taken the proper steps to solve or contain cholera it is likely
their reputation would have been more positive and could have implemented a new system to

prevent this poor response (Daugirdas, 2020).
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Most International Organizations enjoy taking responsibility over their own obligations
that can hurt or uplift their reputation. Along with failing to uphold this responsibility there is
also a strain in the relationships between 10s and the Security Council, the latter of which is in
charge of maintaining peace and stability among 1Os and enforcing accountability. Though they
are obligated to comply with the legal rule by the Security Council, many 10s uphold their
freedom of action and not follow limitations imposed by the council (Murphy 2020). 10s have
the largest responsibility and influence over the development of liability for IOs in general since
they play a large factor in what laws or regulations should be passed due. Yet with this influence
and dominance there is still a large presence of the vacuum that cleans away the roles and
responsibilities of I0s (UNESCO). Aside from this there can be more benefits to international
laws that are straightforward and state exactly what is wrong for IOs to commit rather than being
vague. This then allows organizations to be obligated due to acknowledging and acting on this
law before officially being a recognized 10 by law. Creating various negative punishments for
10s will make more of a ruckus and frustration from IOs that won't allow legal accountability to
ever be accepted (Klabbers, 2017).

To implement the regulatory rules in place for 10s that showcase the lack of liability to
ensure the safety of people, the Draft Articles of Responsibility of International Organizations
(DARIO), specifically Article 64, was introduced in 2011 detailing a practice for some 10s
called the Lex specialis (International Law Commision, 2011). The Lex specialis practice allows
for certain laws to apply or be used compared to a more general law. This misuse has led to the
great use of international human rights laws to be overruled by international humanitarian laws

that usually involved war or armed conflicts (Borelli, 2015). Nevertheless, these articles have

UCIMUN | 9



MODEL UNITED NATIONS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE
UCIMUN 2022 | April 23-24, 2022 | sites.uci.edu/ucimun

promoted cooperation among different 10s to shape guidelines for better regulatory procedures.
As seen in Article 31, being introduced in 2011 as well details of the obligation for the 10 to pay
reparations for the injuries or damage caused whether it be material or moral. Meaning that
governments should play a key role in upholding regulations that concern their respective I0s
due to not having a formal method of guidelines that involve this responsibility. It not only leads
to more accountability but acknowledgment and attention that each IO deserves and needs to be
held and kept at the correct standards (Burral and Neligan, 2005). This topic can be seen in
various ways as to the ideals needed to improve accountability, what is considered the proper
organization, and overall a common ground when it comes to speaking about responsibility
among IOs.

Another difficulty of holding IOs responsible for their actions is the lack of judicial
forums to review cases that contain violations. For example, in what would later be called the
'Oil for Food Scandal’, Benon Sevan, the Director of the Oil for Food Program used vouchers to
purchase barrels of oil resulting in 3.5 million of profit straight into the Directors pockets
(Anderson, 2010). Many called for some type of action to hold those involved responsible for the
outright corruption and legal violations that needed to be addressed in court of justice (Anderson,
2010). Although it took time to get an official review of this situation, there was a private
investigation, led by Paul Volcker who oversaw the committee and anything related to this
scandal. Independent states like the United States did not cooperate at all with the investigation
as they were involved in this scandal. Illustrating how states and 1Os play crucial parts in holding
organizations responsible for their actions and mistakes as seen in the Oil for Food Scandal.

Even with this investigation and full clearance to go through various documents no states have
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been held subject to any violations that were committed and can not at the moment indict any

person, state or organization at fault (Center for American Progress, 2006).

Human Rights Violations in International Organizations

I0s come in various forms and on the latter there are as many issues. From these issues
the most common are violations or crimes committed by humanity that show the need for
accountability. The most discussed violation in this section will be human rights violations and
how they impact 10s. The purpose of accountability for human rights leads to the prevention of
conflict and escalated violence and etc. that are being pushed to be the norm and standard for
protecting human rights globally (UNHCR, 2018).

When addressing human rights violations one of the consequences that greatly affect IOs
are the integrity and credibility of I0s. The lack of protection for human rights has been
highlighted by the Global Coalition, which brought attention to the United Nations failure to
address the violations of Human Rights in China. This is a great example of how an International
Organization can violate its own duty to ensure the protection of human rights for people around
the world. The Global Coalition has urged the UN to take action against China and prevent the
continuation of violations against their people since both the organization and the country are not
above the law. Not only is the UN at fault butChina is also at fault for not complying or allowing
these violations of freedom to occur (Human Rights Watch, 2020).

To further expand on another human rights violation is the UNs failure to handle the
recent increase in refugees fleeing the Syrian conflict that has led to millions to live in camps and

other parts of the world. The UN with its efforts to support and fix the refugee crisis there are
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still 30-40 million that continues to increase due to the COVID-19 crisis that plagues the world
today that are constantly turned away port to port. And with no proper response to this crisis
involving refugees the UN ignores and in a sense stops at making improvements or framework to

provide any more aid to the refugees (Maguire, 2020).

Bloc Positions

African Bloc

In African 1Os, there is an invisible focus of youth rights that has been highly encouraged
to be focused on by the UN that shows the lack of information and attention in certain continents.
Furthermore, the relationship among African IOs and the UN is one that lacks presence or unity
since African IOs no need to receive support from other 10s (Youth Policy).
Asian Bloc

In terms of IOs in Asia, there is more need for cooperation and desire to have resources
or regional centers in any place they can be in. These IOs handle many issues that relate to
important and prevalent issues today that these IOs promote and campaign for accountability and
standing against corruption among IOs and more (Youth Policy).

European Bloc

The European Union (EU) has played a large role in keeping IOs amenable since the EU
has their own sets of governing laws that decide the laws or regulations under their own
jurisdiction. In Europe there is a focus on gaining more responsibility for IOs to represent their
own positive contribution in international society (Youth Policy).

North American Bloc

UCIMUN | 12



MODEL UNITED NATIONS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE
UCIMUN 2022 | April 23-24, 2022 | sites.uci.edu/ucimun

In the Americas, the 10s are partners with the UN and Council of Europe in order to
establish responsibility over human rights which are in contact with violations that these
organizations handle and are the face of. Overall, the focus in North America is to partner with
other IOs and build relationships to establish unity among 10s to work on similar issues
(Reinisch).

South America Bloc

The 1Os in Latin America and the Caribbean concern themselves more with the youth and
ensuring the ability to safeguard the people's rights from any harm in their respective countries.
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP): Latin America and the Caribbean deals
with the direct information to focus on the governance policies and the ability to do crisis

prevention and recovery (Youth Policy).

Committee Goals

By the end of this committee session, you should have a comprehensive understanding
and knowledge of current issues with holding IOs accountable for their actions. You should also
gain a deeper insight into the policy and legality behind 1Os that involve the United Nations in
upholding accountability and collaboration among organizations. In addition, you will also learn
what accountability means internationally and the purpose of accountability among International
Organizations. As delegates, you will be expected to consider possible solutions and
improvements to guidelines to hold organizations responsible for any mistakes. Be prepared to
discuss these matters with other delegates and together to find a solution to improving

accountability.
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In terms of etiquette, we expect all the delegates to remain true to their country's policy
by advocating and respectfully representing the interests and policies of their respective
countries. Under no circumstances should you disrespect other delegates due to conflicts with
your country’s policies or priorities. Additionally, during the conference, please maintain a
professional manner in order for everyone to feel respected and heard by their peers when
addressing the committee and chair. Furthermore, we would like to see collaboration and

compromise among delegates to find solutions or create ideas and of course active participation.

Research Questions

1. What would convince 1Os to take part in legal accountability that would benefit
themselves? And how would it be possible to create these benefits with other countries or
nations?

2. What factors and systems in place allow IOs to not follow rules or guidelines?

3. Why is it necessary to hold IOs accountable?

4. What diplomatic or professional ways can you utilize to address accountability of 10s
while prioritizing support and the best intentions for their respective states? How is it
possible to determine how these organizations should provide support and what is
considered a good intention?

5. What are current ways organizations promote accountability and collaboration? Are the
methods working or increasing more difficulties and problems?

6. What should be done to correct the wrongs or misdoings of IO0s?

7. Why is accountability worth the time and effort to be focused on by your respective
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country?
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Topic B: Evaluating the Scope of Universal Jurisdiction

Introduction

Universal Jurisdiction is the legal principle that allows international organizations to
prosecute individuals or groups for crimes against international law, regardless of the accused’s
own nationality, country of origin, or even where the crime was committed (Universal
jurisdiction, 2021). The origins of Universal Jurisdiction stems from the idea that the people who
commit horrible crimes are “hostes humani generis-‘enemies of all mankind’” and need to be
held accountable and punished (Universal jurisdiction, 2021). As of 2012, 147 states have
utilized or allowed universal jurisdiction to prosecute crimes or bring justice to those victimized
(Universal jurisdiction, 2021). Universal jurisdiction is limited to crimes of war, torture,
humanity, genocide, piracy, hijacking, terroism, and attacks on UN personnel. This is important
to note since if any of these crimes occur it is an obligation of the state to use universal
jurisdiction in the prosecution of the crime as long as they can be considered heinous (Basic
Facts, 2009).

The importance of this jurisdiction resides in being able to provide justice for victims of
international crimes, reducing power imbalances, and improving a state's own government. It
also enables the international community to address the immunity gap, political abuse, and
restrictions to resources; the UN has outlined what contributes to the inability to serve out justice
to international crimes and how to fight back against impunity (United Nations GA). The issue of
jurisdiction always becomes a point of controversy when it reaps the most benefits or the least

consequences for a state. Nonetheless, When making the comparisons between the benefits and
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disadvantages it is evident that the disadvantages of not having universal jurisdiction largely

outweigh the benefits of complying with the jurisdiction.

Description

The scope of international laws include genocide, war crimes, torture, and other crimes
that are classified as acts of cruelty or inhumane acts committed against people globally. Each
place around the globe has a different understanding and exercising of universal jurisdiction due
to the different context and legality of each case (Universal jurisdiction, 2021). Sri Lanka, for
example, has done little to address universal jurisdiction, making the state vulnerable to crimes
that would otherwise be prosecuted as such (A.S.F., 2021). In other words, fugitives and
criminals may travel to Sri Lanka to avoid prosecution and being brought to justice that requires
immediate intervention (A.S.F., 2021). Even though there are current places around the world
that do not follow universal jurisdiction like Sri Lanka, there is also a case like the women of
Rohingya in Myanmar who as of August 2020 finally had the chance to speak of the Rohingya
genocide in a court of law (Khin, 2021). This is considered a milestone since it all works out for
this case against the Myanmar military it will hopefully be the first case about Rohingya that has
been able to be discussed under universal jurisdiction (Khin, 2021). This case was able to use the
strategy developed by the United Nations to catalyze the movement to legally pursue justice for
the victims of Myanmar (Khin, 2021).

As of today,the UN has come together to discuss the applications of Universal
Jurisdiction and the best way to uphold its principle. A strong voice in this debate was the

representative of Rwanda who strongly urged for states to take action against persucting
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international criminals in their respective states. They have also noted how some fugitives still
live freely in certain states enjoying their safe haven they have found rather than being brought to
justice. Rwanda had much support from Costa Rica, and Myanmar that have seen the need to
have a better framework of universal jurisdiction in order to properly execute international
crimes anywhere rather than in one place soley. Yet along with these perspectives to improve this
many states such as Saudi Arabia and Zimbabwe argued that applying this jurisdiction should be
a last resort as to prevent misapplication and ensure that international crimes are prosecuted in a

proper way (Seventy Sixth Session, 2021).

Impacts of Universal Jurisdiction

Today the scope and use of universal jurisdiction varies around the world which
contributes a lasting impact. There are many prosecutions of torture crimes has gathered
attention in multiple countries. An example of this prosecution of tortuous crimes is in Chechnya
where there is a constant abuse of LGBTQ+ people due to not conforming to Chechnya’s model
for a heteronormative man (ECCHR, 2021). As of February 2021, the European Center for
Constitutional Human Rights and the Sphere Foundation and Russian LGBT Network filed a
lawsuit in Germany to hold Chechnya accountable for its tortuous behavior and for Germany to
finally step in (ECCHR, 2021). Cases similar to this one have become more difficult to intervene
in due to increasing restrictions that can halt investigations or prevent prosecutors from initiating
them(Krebs, 2018) On the other hand, there is also the danger of undefined jurisdiction, and
many states argue for a more clear and solid answer to how to use universal jurisdiction.

Argentina was the first to speak out on the dangers and possibility of abusing universal
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jurisdiction to create politically motivated attacks that will create further tensions and conflicts
among states (AJC, 2021). Several nations made the effort to name types of potential abuse such
as avoiding the use of universal jurisdiction in cases it does not apply to since this can cause
legal miscommunication and confusion (United Nations, 2018). This also invites discussion of
whether this application should be limited in its use or be more thorough of its guidelines and
when it should be applied (AJC, 2021).

Universal Jurisdiction can also contribute a negative impact, exemplified by the impunity
gap. An example of this impunity gap is when a state would act on its jurisdiction outside their
own respective territory and would be limited from further action until there is a clear and direct
connection between the two territories or states. The International Criminal Court (ICC), for
example, has experienced impunity gaps since they can only prosecute crimes after July 1, 2002;
anything before cannot be tried or held accountable (Factsheet: Universal jurisdiction, 2015).
Complicating this situation further, many have turned their backs on universal jurisdiction due to
not wanting to handle the responsibility of being universal. By denying this responsibility, states
limit themselves from prosecuting crimes outside their territory and restricting other states from
doing the same as well. For example, in 2016 Germany legally dismisses any and all cases from
another state outside Germany even if it has a strong tie to any state in Germany(Rey-Adams,
2016). Similar to Germany's effort to avoid universal jurisdiction there have been many failed
practices like the ‘no safe haven’ or the ‘global enforcer’ both are practices to encourage states to
take part in universal jurisdiction (Rey-Adams, 2016). Even though there are flaws when it
comes to encouraging the practice or the need for universal jurisdiction it does have many

benefits to being applied globally.
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Importance of Universal Jurisdiction

Universal Jurisdiction can provide justice to victims of a crime outside of their given
territory that may not be given to them in the place they reside. This is achieved through the
concept of Responsibility to Protect, or R2P, in order to combat potential abuses of power and
ensure that justice is being carried out around the globe (Universal jurisdiction, 2021). P2P also
takes a primary focus on the role of responsibility to protect the lives and wellbeing of any
person or being that resides in each state's respective territory (Universal jurisdiction, 2021). An
example of using universal jurisdiction to bring justice is in 1998, when General Augosto
Pinochet who was tried for murder, torture, and disappearance of people (HRW, 2020). At first,
Pinochet fought against the ability to be arrested and demanded immunity, but some activists
filed the charges against him resulting in his trial to take place in Spain and be held accountable
for his crimes that happened in Argentina and Chile (HRW, 2020).

Along with justice, universal jurisdiction also provides insight into better practices for
execution that can help improve each state’s own domestic legal system and stay as a reliable
actor in international court. Even though universal jurisdiction is seen as a negative it has
contributed much to improving legislation, learning, and the best ways to prosecute war crimes
in Europe. Even though there has been a low amount of conviction rates this is slowly rising to
increase the amount of universal jurisdiction used in cases around the world (Krebs, 2018).
Moreover, universal jurisdiction provides an evenness in the land of international justice, since
the state of international justice is uneven. This unevenness is seen when officials that are

protected by powerful states or from these powerful states escape justice or prosecution
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compared to weaker governments that universal jurisdiction can help improve these gaps(Basic

Facts, 2020).

Bloc Positions

Africa

The African Union (AU) has recognized the importance of Universal Jurisdiction and has
stated its belief in using this jurisdiction to aid in the fight against impunity for atrocious crimes
which goes well with the AUs own articles (African Union). With this recognition comes
concern from fellow African States that voice similar worries concerning the validity and
practice behind universal jurisdiction that affect African States (African Union). This is echoed
by states such as Zimbabwe, who have outlined the purpose and its expectations of Universal
Jurisdiction as a means to provide and ensure justice on a global scale rather than a national scale
(Zimbabwe).
Europe

The European Union(EU) comes together to evaluate and outline the positives and
negatives that come with Universal Jurisdiction in order to pursue the best outcome for
improving and ensuring the reliability of Universal Jurisdiction (Human Rights Watch, 2006).
Their overall goal is to ensure proper justice and decisions made regarding criminal cases in both
Europe and in Western States as well. In relation, the United Kingdom believes that there is a
lack of constraints and limitations on Universal Jurisdiction that need to be imposed upon people
with ill intentions similarly to the EU (United Kingdom Missions).

North America
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In North America there are various laws regarding universal jurisdiction that were created
and enforced by larger nations in North America like the US (Hershowitz, 2020). The United
States supports universal jurisdiction in the sense that they will prosecute international criminals
in their respective state through a civil suit based on the US’s federal statutes (TRIAL, 2016). In
comparison, Canada applies universal jurisdiction case by case due to the lack of support and
resources Canada has readily available at the time (Canada).

South America

The Southern American bloc has had mixed responses to the concept of universal
jurisdiction. Some countries have displayed their reluctance and note to the dangers of Universal
Jurisdiction and how it plays a role in legal courts around the world. Both Cuba and Argentina
vocally spoke out about the fears of political retaliation or politically motivated attacks that
Universal Jurisdiction would bring to many countries around the globe (Asia Justice Coalition).
On the other hand, the country of El Salvador has stood firmly behind universal jurisdiction to be
upheld and acknowledged around the world as a main factor in justice and impunity globally (El

Salvador, 2020).

Committee Goals

By the end of this committee session, you should have a deeper understanding and
knowledge of the current scope of Universal Jurisdiction and how your country approaches this
concept. You should also gain a greater insight into the purpose of international criminal court
and laws that involve universal jurisdiction, as well as the roles that countries and International

Organizations play in universal jurisdiction. As delegates, you will be expected to consider

UCIMUN | 28



MODEL UNITED NATIONS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE
UCIMUN 2022 | April 23-24, 2022 | sites.uci.edu/ucimun

possible solutions or improvements to the current legality and credibility of current Universal
Jurisdiction. Be prepared to discuss these matters with other delegates and together to observe
and find improvements to Universal Jurisdiction.

In terms of etiquette, we expect all the delegates to remain true to their country's policy
by respectfully advocating for the interests and policies of their respective countries. Under no
circumstances should you disrespect other delegates due to conflicts with your country’s policies
or priorities. A reminder to all delegates to step in and participate when appropriate and to make
space for other delegates to speak and comment as they wish. Additionally, during the
conference, please maintain a professional manner by respecting and actively listening to your
peers when addressing the committee and chair. Furthermore, we would like to see collaboration,
initiative and compromise among delegates to find solutions, create ideas and of course active

participation. Overall be your best self and come prepared to do your best in this committee.

Research Questions

3. What role does your country play in evaluating universal jurisdiction?

4. What benefits are received from Universal Jurisdiction that affect your respective
country?

5. Should Universal Jurisdiction play a larger role in all crimes globally or specific crimes
only? Why or why not?

6. Is the ICC beneficial to countries seeking proper justice or not? If not, how can they be
amended so they are?

7. What international conventions, treaties, or initiatives from the UN, ICC, etc. has your
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country participated in, and how do they affect your country’s approach to handling
international crimes?
8. How can your country improve or change their application or laws that relate to universal

jurisdiction?
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