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Introduction

Urban space provides a field where civil life takes place. One of the structural elements in the tex-
ture of old cities has always been walls and «gates» in order to promote the symbolic features and
identity of that place. That>s why from long ago the construction of towers, fortifications and moats
around cities was regarded, in addition to defensive and military functions, as a civic mark in the
symbolic network of those places.

In Iran, walls and gates were considered appropriate places for performing many social, economic
and ritual activities besides determining cities) territory. Although some scholars believe that Tehran
had gates since the reign of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar, historical documents reveal that the background of
such structures could be traced back to the Safavid era during Shah Tahmasp»s reign.

When Tehran was chosen as the capital of Iran in Qajar era, the formation and evolution of city gates
were among the most important achievements of architecture in this newly-established city. Study-
ing historical books about old Tehran, we only come across four or six gates from the time of the
Safavids. During the reign of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar, as a result of the city's gradual expansion
and due to the change in its plan in 1284 A.H./1867-68 A.D. (in imitation of Paris plan), the num-
ber of gates increased to twelve. From then on, people and caravansaries> coming and going was
checked by some inspectors (gatekeepers). These gates had four or six minarets and were decorated
by different kinds and techniques of tile-work (polychrome, angular, faience mosaic, etc.).

In fact, Tehran grew rapidly during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah. In that period not only people
from other cities, but also foreigners went to Tehran to reside there. Therefore, Safavid borders had
no more space and capacity to adapt itself to this new situation. Hence, the King ordered to expand
the city 1000 ells from the direction of Shemiran Gate. These measures were being done after a
famine of ten years in Tehran. Nasirieh Gate (at the beginning of Nasir Khosro St.) was apparently
built about two years before, i.e. 1282 A.H./1865-66 A.D.

We can thus categorize the gates of old Tehran on the basis of architectural and civic construction

into two main groups. The first one begins from the Safavids and continues into the Nasiri era, men
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tioned as «gates of Tehran in Tahmasp territory»:
1.The old Gate of Shah Abdol Azim

2.The old Gate of Doulab

3.The old Gate of Shemiran

4.The old Gate of Dowlat

5.The old Gate of Qazwin

6.Gate of Mohammadiyeh (or the New Gate)

(i Khasi Abad G Gibar i Shak Abd al-Arim

The second group contains those in the Nasiri era, named as «gates of Tehran in Qajar territoryy:

1.The Gate of Dowlat 7.The Gate of Bagh-e Shah
2.The Gate of Yusef Abab 8.The Gate of Qazwin

3.The Gate of Shemiran 9.The Gate of Gomrok

4.The Gate of Khorasan 10.The Gate of Khani Abad
5.The Gate of Doulab 11.The Gate of Ghaar

6.The Gate of Dushan Tappe 12.The Gate of Shah Abdol Azim

It should be noted that another gate was built later for the Mashin-doudi (the first urban train)
near the Gate of Shah Abdol Azim and added to the main twelve gates of the capital. By the way,
one more gate was also constructed at late Qajar near Bagh-e Shah. And still two more at the end
of this period (Qajar) in Maidan-e Mashq where for many years some persons used to beat ket-
tledrums at its big iron portal. Its southern gate is the only survived one from old Tehran now we
know it as Sardar-e Bagh-e Melli (Baghe Melli's Portal). After the collapse Qajar dynasty and
with the diminishing defensive functions, walls and moats surrounding cities were gradually re-
moved. Finally, these gates, as the most important symbols of Tehran, were destroyed forever in
the Pahlavi period by Bozarjomehri, the then mayor of Tehran.

Although these constructions have been ruined for decades, fortunately a valuable collection of
documents and reports relating to the old gates of Tehran survived from old times. They are
considered the only connection between us and the forgotten symbols of Tehran. In this respect,
after studying and examining the memories, reports, travel accounts, articles and academic thesis
published up to now, I decided to study the gates from different viewpoints such as their architec-
ture, their economic and social significance, culture, urban beautification and symbolism. Having
compared the plans and tiling decorations of gates in Tehran with those Qajar ones in other cit-
ies (Qazwin, Semnan, Kerman, Sabzevar, Mashhad, Shiraz, etc.), I realized that the design and
structure of such constructions in most cities of Iran in the Qajar period follow a similar model or
pattern. This similarity in architecture and decoration could also be analyzed from the principles

of design and symbolism.
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Mohammadieh Gate, Qajar era.
(Golestan Palace Archive)
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Austrian Empire in 1857.
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Nasserieh Gate, in Topkhaneh Squre in 1865. (Golestan Palace Archive)
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A report of Tehran's development project in 26 Dec 1867.
(National Library of Iran)
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A drawing of Shah Abd-al-Azim Gate, Tehran, Qajar era.
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Shah Abd-al-Azim Gate, Tehran, Qajar era. (Institute for Iranian Contemporary Historical Studies Archive)
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Shemiran Gate, Tehran, Qajar era. (Institute for Iranian Contemporary Historical Studies Archive)
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Dowlat Gate, Tehran, Qajar era. (Golestan Palace Archive)
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Yousef Abad (Behjat Abad) Gate, Tehran, Qajar era. (Golestan Palace Archive)
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Dowlat Gate, Tehran, Qajar era. (Institute for Iranian Contemporary Historical Studies Archive)
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Dowlat Gate is being destructed, Tehran, Pahlavi era. (Institute for Iranian Contemporary Historical Studies Archive)
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Sar Dar-e Bagh-e Melli Gate, Tehran , Late Qajar.
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