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David Danks is Professor of Data Science & Philosophy and affiliate faculty in Computer Science & 
Engineering at University of California, San Diego. Danks has examined the ethical, psychological, and 
policy issues around AI and robotics in transportation, healthcare, privacy, and security. He has also 
done significant research in computational cognitive science, and developed multiple novel causal 
discovery algorithms for complex types of observational and experimental data.  
 
Danks serves on advisory boards for various organizations including: National AI Advisory Committee 
(NAIAC), Special Competitive Studies Project (SCSP), Partnership to Advance Responsible Technology 
(PART), Center for Advancing Safety of Machine Intelligence (CASMI), Topos Institute, AI Community of 
Practice (US Government), Grefenstette Center for Ethics in Science, Tech., & Law. 
 
Danks is the recipient of a James S. McDonnell Foundation Scholar Award, as well as an Andrew 
Carnegie Fellowship. He received an A.B. in Philosophy from Princeton University, and a Ph.D. in 
Philosophy from University of California, San Diego. He was previously the L.L. Thurstone Professor of 
Philosophy & Psychology at Carnegie Mellon University. 


