
year 2 year 3 year 4 year 5year 1
Master planning and 
time management.

Presenting research 
findings in a talk.

Publishing in the peer 
review system.

Apply for jobs.
Build a professional 
network.

Get to know current 
topics in your field.

Plan your research. Do 
a research project.

Do a second project.
Present your work at a 
conference.

Do a third project.
Publish your work in a 
peer-reviewed journal.

Do a fourth project.
Continue to publish in 
peer-reviewed journals.

Build research skills.
Apply for a fellowship.

Complete your 
concentration exam.

Give a department 
research talk.

Advance to candidacy.

Propose a dissertation 
plan to a committee.

Write and defend your 
dissertation.

Fellowship application.

Concentration reading 
list and committee.
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(Fall quarter)

(Spring quarter)

(Fall quarter) (By invitation)

(Fall quarter)

(Spring quarter)

(Fall quarter)

Reading list 
compiled?

Application 
written?

Concentration exam date: Department talk date: Defense date:Advanced to 
candidacy?

Dissertation plan 
proposed?

PLAN


