
	

	

	
	 	



	

	

 
 

Isaiah J. Thompson Trio 

Isaiah J. Thompson, Piano 

Sebastian Rios, Bass 

Matthew Lee, Drums 

 

 

Program to be announced from the stage.  

 

Tonight’s concert will be played through with no intermission. 

 

 

 
 

 

This performance is sponsored by the Performing Arts Series 

and the Rothrock Family Residency Fund. 

 

Please turn off all electronic devices prior to the performance, and refrain from texting. 

Photography and the use of audio or video equipment are prohibited. 

 

 
  



	

	

Biographies 

 

Isaiah J. Thompson, Piano 

Pianist and composer Isaiah J. Thompson 

is originally from West Orange, New 

Jersey. He began studying with pianist Alla 

Epelbaum at The Calderone School of 

Music and Bob Mikula from an early age 

and soon after enrolled in Jazz House 

Kids and NJPAC Jazz For Teens. He was later admitted to The Juilliard 

School where he graduated with both his Bachelor’s and Master’s of Music 

degrees and furthered his education in Christian studies at Fuller 

Theological Seminary. 

 

Thompson joined the John Pizzarelli Trio in 2019 and has performed with 

other major artists such as Christian McBride, Steve Turre, Catherine 

Russell, and Buster Williams. His recording debut was featured on Jazz at 

Lincoln Center’s Handful of Keys album with the Jazz at Lincoln Center 

Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis, and he has since released multiple 

recordings as a leader. 

 

Thompson worked on the Golden Globe nominated soundtrack for the 

film Motherless Brooklyn, was named a Steinway Artist, and has been 

awarded other accolades, including the 2018 Lincoln Center Emerging 

Artist Award and second place in the 2018 Thelonious Monk Competition. 



	

	

In 2023, he was named the winner of the American Pianists Awards and 

the Cole Porter Fellowship in Jazz. In 2024, Thompson joined the Jazz 

Studies faculty at The Juilliard School. 

 

As a jazz musician and performer, Isaiah aims to emit love, spirit, and 

respect and convey his faith through his artistry. 

www.isaiahjthompson.com 

 

 

Sebastian Rios, Bass 

Sebastian Rios has studied and performed with Jazz greats such as Ron 

Carter, Wynton Marsalis, and Roy Hargrove. He is a Juilliard alumnus, 

2024 ASCAP Herb Alpert Young Jazz Composer Award winner, and a 

Young Arts National Merit winner.  Rios is a member of the New Jazz 

Underground trio, and a composer/bandleader as part of the Gen Z 

movement of jazz artists based in New York City. 

 

 

Matthew Lee, Drums 

Percussionist Matthew Lee is a recent Juilliard graduate.  Along with 

playing beside his musical family members, Lee has performed and 

recorded extensively with bassist Russel Hall and has played with Emmet 

Cohen on “Live at Emmet’s Place.” Lee has also performed alongside 

Middlebury’s series artist Cyrus Chestnut.  

 



	

	

 

 

 

With special thanks to those friends who have played a major role in the creation  

of the Kevin P. Mahaney ’84 Center for the Arts 

 

Frances Hill Barlow and Edward L. Barlow P’95, GP’10 

Booth Ferris Foundation 

Janet Halstead Franklin ’72 and Churchill G. Franklin ’71, P’02, ’05, ’07 

Julie Moran Graham and Robert C. Graham Jr. ’63 

Martha Belden Jackson ’52 

Willard T. Jackson ’51 

Betty A. Jones MA ’86 and David A. Jones 

Nathaniel E. Kachadorian ’95 

Kevin P. Mahaney ’84 

L. Douglas Meredith 

Carolyn Skyllberg Peterson ’58 and Milton V. Peterson ’58, P’84, ’86, ’88 

Steve Saulnier ’29 

Jean B. Seeler ’60 

J. Lea Hillman Simonds ’69, P’93, ’97 

Barbara P. Youngman and Robert P. Youngman ’64, P’87, ’90 

Richard D. Zanuck P’93 

  



	

	

Our thanks to the 2025–2026 members  
of the Performing Arts Series Society (PASS) 

for their support of the series and arts at Middlebury. 
 

Learn more or join PASS now at go.middlebury.edu/givepass 
 

Estate of Olin C. Robison 
Rothrock Family Residency Fund 
Jean B. Seeler ’60 
Sunderman Family Concert Fund 
 
Partners 
Cathy Lee ’92 & Darius Nassiry 
Marny & Rob Lichtenstein 
Paul Nelson 
 
Advocates 
Anonymous 
David Dodge ’69 and Magna Dodge ’68 
Elizabeth Karnes Keefe & Thomas Keefe 
Marijke Niles 

 
Patrons 
Anonymous 
Cyndy Altman ‘71 
Sofia Andersson 
Denis Barton 
George & Paula Bellerose 
Sue Burdick ‘63 & Chuck Burdick ‘63 
Ilaria Brancoli Busdraghi & Pieter Broucke 
John Caldwell ‘70 & Louise Cadwell ‘71 
Susan & George Cady, Jr. ‘72 
Sunhee Choi & Jim Larabee 
Dick Conrad ‘59 & Judith Irven 
Ann E. Cooper 
Dieuwke & Sergei Davydov 
Bob DeMarco 
Gregory Donadio 
Stephen & Emmie Donadio 
Paul Drolet 
Suzanne Dworsky 
Robert Echols ‘69 
Betsy Emerson & Jane Van Landingham 
Emory & Diana Fanning ‘71 
Roger Foster Jr. & Baiba Grube 
Diane & VG Gooding ‘71 
Ross Gregory 
David Hamilton, Jr. ‘95 & Hillary Hamilton ’95 
Doreen & Jim Hogle 
Richard Hopkins & Gayle Muenchow  
Carolyn Jackson ‘61 & Will Jackson ‘51 
Lois & Max Kraus 
Carlie & David Krolick 
Craig Lewis & Jenny Green-Lewis 
Eleanor Littlefield 
Chris & Ellen Lovell 
Patti Marrinan 
Joel Miller 
Keith Morgan 
May Morris 
Geoff Nelson 
Kevin & Garreth Parizo 
Albert & Marcia Perry 
James Pugh & Barbara Greenwood 
Daniel Raabe 
Alan Rubin 
Nancy & Ronald Rucker 
Liza Sacheli 
Robert S. Schine 
Kate Schmitt ‘75 
Michael & Cindy Seligmann 

Kristie & Donald Skor 
Gail D. Smith 
Barbara Somson & Ross Eisenbrey 
Rebecca Strum 
Linda Tublitz 
Eric Wegar 
Alice White ‘76 & Don Monroe 
Mary & Thomas Williams, Jr. 
Susan Wilmer ‘83  
 
Scholars 
Charlotte Adelman ’28 
Abigail Alfaro ’25.5 
Nana Santos Almonte ’26 
Ashley Aparicio ’26 
Aimar Armendariz ’28 
Anna Baker ’28 
Megan Balparda ’26 
Serenity Baxter ’27 
Mandy Berghela ’26 
Melody Bonano ’28 
Xander Bowles ’26 
Athena Brumley ’29 
Isbeth Bustos ’26 
Helen Carle ’29 
Josette Chun ’26 
Aaron Cohen ’25.5 
Silas Collins ’29 
Greta Costello ’26 
Daniel Cruz ’26 
Meghasha Dangal ’27 
Aymeric Daniel ’29 
Galina Danita ’29 
Rohan Davies ’27 
Juliette Delgado ’27 
Anina Dentel-Pham ’27 
Emma Dobson ’27 
Marcos Dominguez ’27 
Anna Doucet ’26 
Charles Dye ’26 
Cathy Dyer ’28 
Menen Ebrahim ’26 
Ella Gincherman ’27 
Adam Gips ’26.5 
Nayeli Guerrero ’27 
Eleanor Harrison ’26 
Jordan Henry ’26 
Abigail Hernandez ’26 
Ana Holmes ’27 
Nikolas Homan ’29 
Cristina Interiano ’26 
Ronen Israel ’29 
Annalise Johnson ’25.5 
Luisa Kazanjian ’29 
Eloise Kennedy ’28.5 
Norah Khan ’27 
Nathan Klonel ’28 
Sharon Kotei ’27 
Jude Kuykendall ’28 
Mishal Lalani ’26 
Lily Larsen ’28 
Christy Liang ’28 
Asher Lichtenberg ’29 
Sophie Liebman ’27.5 
Edmar Lima ’26 
Kheyla Lindsey ’26.5 

Jonathan Lopez ’29 
Daniel Lyons ’29 
Christa Maghamez ’29 
Olivia Maloney ’26 
Natalie Martinez ’28 
Paul Marzella ’29 
Edith Mauch ’27 
Devin McCormack ’28 
Elizabeth Melican ’29 
Nicole Meyers ’26.5 
Lili Schomer Mitchell ’28 
Gus Morrill ’27 
Maya Murtuza-Lanier ’27.5 
Tom Nevins ’25.5 
Adina Newman-Toker ’29 
Daniela Ortiz ’26 
Karan Parekh ’29 
Janthony Paulino ’29 
Francesca Pelosi ’28.5 
Claire Perry ’25.5 
Kate Petty ’26 
Jeremy Pouchot ’29 
Danielle Prohaska ’27 
Abeera Riaz ’27 ^ 
Emme Richards ’26 
Chelsea Robinson ’26 
Jaime Robinson ’26 
Evelyn Rodriguez ’26 
Angela Rosendo ’29 
Tamika Samuels ’26 
Michael Sanjurjo, Jr. ’28 
Yenifer Abad Santiago ’25.5 
Alanna Alphonse Saunders ’27 ^ 
Camiel Schroeder ’26 
Karolina Sciesiek ’28 
Yuvraj Shah ’26 
Firdaus Shallo ’25.5 
Cleo Shaw ’27 
Cole Silpe ’29 
Hannah Singer ’28.5 
Mehr Sohal ’26 
Tyler Stark ’27 
Abhir Suri ’28 
Aiden Tam ’27 
Jeffrey Teh ’28 
Liefe Temple ’25.5 
Jigyasha Thakur ’26 
Lisandra Tusen ’26 
Chimemeka Uduanu ’27 
Ryan Ulen ’26 
Archana Vaithilingam ’27 
Alexandra Valdivia ’27 
Phil Wang ’27 
Aileen Wang ’29 
Cole Weihs ’29 
Xuzi Wu ’28 
Sirui (Laura) Xia ’29 
Qianhao Yang ’28 
Tiffany Yiu ’29* 
Yan Zhang ’27 
Sam Zhang ’29 

 
*Performing Arts Series Intern	
^Arts Marketing Intern

 Producers  Patrons, cont.   Scholars, cont. 



	

	

 
JOIN US FOR MORE EVENTS THIS 2025–2026 SEASON! 

Learn more at go.middlebury.edu/performing 

 
 

ACCESS TO THE ARTS IS IMPORTANT TO US. 
The following services are available at Mahaney Arts Center events. 

Connect with an usher or the Box Office or visit go.middlebury.edu/artsaccess   
for more information on our accessibility services. 

 

 
Accessible parking, seating,  
and restrooms.  

Relay calls welcome via the Vermont  
Relay Service (711). 

 
Assistive listening devices  
at most events.  

Sign language interpretation or real-time  
captioning at select shows. 

 
Large-print programs  
at many performances.  

Accessible/single stall/all-gender restrooms 
at many campus venues. 

 
Free & discounted ticket programs  
go.middlebury.edu/ticketprograms  

Low-cost or free transportation  
available through Tri-Valley Transit,  
(802)388-2287, www.trivalleytransit.org/ 

 

 
MAHANEY ARTS CENTER 

Pieter Broucke, Associate Dean for the Arts 
Liza Sacheli, Director, Mahaney Arts Center 

Allison Coyne Carroll, Director, Performing Arts Series 
Molly Andres, Arts Events Manager 

Mark Christensen, Concert Hall Technical Director 
Christa Clifford ’93, Associate Director of Operations and Finance 

Leeeza Robbins, Box Office Manager 

 
 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Middlebury College sits on land which has served as a site of meeting and exchange among  

Indigenous peoples since time immemorial. The Western Abenaki are the traditional caretakers  
of these Vermont lands and waters, which they call Ndakinna, or “homeland.”  

We remember their connection to this region and the hardships they continue to endure.  
We give thanks for the opportunity to share in the bounty of this place and to protect it. 


