
	

	

	
	 	



	

	

 
 

 
 

 
 

Rune Tonsgaard Sørensen ................... Violin and other instruments 

Nikolaj Busk ...................................... Accordion, Piano, Synthesizers 

Ale Carr ....................... Cittern, Kannel, Violin and other instruments 

 

 

There will be one 15-minute intermission. 

 

Please note that this evening’s performance will be introduced  

from the stage by the performers.  

The nature of Dreamers’ Circus music is essentially spontaneous  

and the band prefers to change and vary their program from show to show. 

 

 
 

This performance is sponsored by the Performing Arts Series 

and the Rothrock Family Residency Fund. 

 

Please turn off all electronic devices prior to the performance, and refrain from texting. 

Photography and the use of audio or video equipment are prohibited. 

 



	

	

A few words from Dreamers’ Circus 

 

Hello and welcome to our performance as part of our Fall 2025 series of 

concerts. We are excited to be back travelling and touring internationally after 

what has been a challenging time for all of us. It’s been a while since we’ve been 

in the United States. What will you, the audience, think of what we play? How 

will you react? Well, we’re about to find out… 

 

Let us tell you a little about Dreamers’ Circus, who we are, and what we do. 

 

Our approach to music sees us challenge the norms of the traditional music we 

were brought up with and attempt to shape it into how we imagine Nordic 

music can sound in 2025. We certainly do not seek to turn our back on our folk 

music roots and, having grown up with traditional music, we value it as an 

important part of our musical makeup. But we also discovered early on that 

traditional music cannot stay static, that change is inevitable and even, we might 

argue, beneficial. So, in a sense, we view our roots in the rich traditions of 

Danish and Swedish folk music as a point of departure and refuse to accept 

tradition as a straitjacket. We investigate new angles and consciously seek to 

challenge not just ourselves as performers and composers, but also the norms 

and sometimes even the structures of the music we play. With Dreamers’ 

Circus, no two performances are quite the same and we enjoy the fact that 

today’s show can be quite different from yesterday’s. We have learned to enjoy 

our curiosity about the music and have come to value the importance of 

listening. Close listening to what we each do is an important part of our 



	

	

engagement with the music and with each other. We hope that you, the 

audience, might also listen closely and join us as we react to one another’s 

playing and spontaneously respond. Our name hints at the possibilities and 

magic of the imagination, and we hope that you will open yourself up to the 

colors and images we seek to create with our soundscapes.  

—Ale, Nikolaj, and Rune 

 

The three members of Dreamers’ Circus first encountered each other at a late 

night, post-concert jam session in Denmark over ten years ago. They 

immediately hit it off on both a musical and a personal level. Since then, the 

band has toured all over the Nordic countries and Europe, they’ve played the 

Sydney Opera House in Australia. and have made a number of tours to Japan. 

Dreamers’ Circus has shared stages with folk luminaries such as The Chieftains, 

Sharon Shannon, and Vasen, and have been invited to compose and perform 

music for stage and television shows in Denmark. A Danish critic observed 

that, “playing violin, piano, accordion and cittern they display a playful 

inventiveness allied with a Nordic sensibility that is at once refined and cool.”   

 

 

 

Dreamers’ Circus 

at their Middlebury  

Performing Arts Series debut 

on March 6, 2020.  

Photo by Aaron Kimball  



	

	

Biographies 

 

Rune Tonsgaard Sørensen, Violin and other instruments 

Rune Tonsgaard Sørensen is from Roskilde on the outskirts of Copenhagen in 

Denmark. He started playing violin when he was five years old. In 2001, he 

founded the Danish String Quartet, which is one of the leading chamber music 

quartets in Europe. This Grammy-nominated ensemble has won many prizes 

and awards. Rune’s father is from the Farøe Islands that lie in the north 

Atlantic between the west coast of Norway and Iceland. His own upbringing 

was in a family that valued traditional music, song, and dance. Before he 

devoted his life to full-time touring with Dreamers’ Circus and the Danish 

String Quartet, Rune was leader of the Copenhagen Philharmonic Orchestra 

while still in his early 20s.  Rune plays a Giovanni Baptista Guadagnini violin 

which is generously loaned to him by the Goof Foundation. His bow is by 

Eugene Sartory (1910).  

 

Nikolaj Busk, Accordion, Piano, Synthesizers 

Danish born Nikolaj Busk has been a significant figure on the Danish music 

scene for a number of years now and is in much demand as a composer and 

music arranger across musical genres. He has won no less than 13 Danish 

Music Awards for his releases and collaborates with various artists. Nikolaj has 

written music for other ensembles, choirs, orchestras, and theater 

performances. Nikolaj’s accordion is by Pietro Mario.  

 

 



	

	

Ale Carr, Cittern, Kannel, Violin and other instruments 

Hailing from the southern Swedish region of Skåne, Ale Carr was raised in a 

family of folk musicians and dancers. His own style incorporates a strongly 

developed rhythmic drive coupled with a sensitivity that always seeks to serve 

the music. He is recognized as one of Scandinavia’s most talented folk 

musicians and leading innovators on plucked string instruments. Also a highly 

respected composer, he was presented with a Danish Music Award as 

Composer of the Year in 2015. Apart from his work as a member of Dreamers’ 

Circus, he also toured with the folk music group Basco. Ale plays a Nordic 

Cittern, designed by the Swedish luthier Christer Ådin. He uses Thomastik-

Infeld strings. 

 

Dreamers’ Circus acknowledges the support of The Danish Arts Foundation. 

 

Dreamers’ Circus has issued 6 CDs: 

A Little Symphony (2013) released on GoDanish GO0913 

Second Movement (2015) released on GoDanish GO0315 

Rooftop Sessions (2018) released on Vertical Records VERTCD112 

Blue White Gold (2020) released on Vertical Records VERTCD122 

The Lost Swans (2022) released on Vertical Records & GoDanish GO0322 

Handed On (2025) on Vertical Records VERTCD132 & GoDanish GO1424CD 

 

Dreamers’ Circus’ appears is in collaboration with Kirshbaum Associates, Inc. 

 
To contact Dreamers’ Circus please visit www.dreamerscircus.com  

or write to Tom Sherlock Management tom@dreamerscircus.com 

 



	

	

 

Our thanks to the 2025–2026 members  
of the Performing Arts Series Society (PASS) 

for their support of the series and arts at Middlebury. 
 

Learn more or join PASS now at go.middlebury.edu/givepass 
 

Estate of Olin C. Robison 
Rothrock Family Residency Fund 
Jean B. Seeler ’60 
Sunderman Family Concert Fund 
 
Partners 
Cathy Lee ’92 & Darius Nassiry 
Marny & Rob Lichtenstein 
 
Advocates 
Anonymous 
Elizabeth Karnes Keefe & Thomas Keefe 
Marijke Niles 

 
Patrons 
Anonymous 
Cyndy Altman ‘71 
Sofia Andersson 
Denis Barton 
George & Paula Bellerose 
Sue Burdick ‘63 & Chuck Burdick ‘63 
Ilaria Brancoli Busdraghi & Pieter Broucke 
John Caldwell ‘70 & Louise Cadwell ‘71 
Susan & George Cady, Jr. ‘72 
Sunhee Choi & Jim Larabee 
Dick Conrad ‘59 & Judith Irven 
Ann E. Cooper 
Dieuwke & Sergei Davydov 
Bob DeMarco 
Gregory Donadio 
Stephen & Emmie Donadio 
Paul Drolet 
Suzanne Dworsky 
Robert Echols ‘69 
Betsy Emerson & Jane Van Landingham 
Emory & Diana Fanning ‘71 
Roger Foster Jr. & Baiba Grube 
Diane & VG Gooding ‘71 
Ross Gregory 
David Hamilton, Jr. ‘95 & Hillary Hamilton ’95 
Doreen & Jim Hogle 
Richard Hopkins & Gayle Muenchow  
Carolyn Jackson ‘61 & Will Jackson ‘51 
Lois & Max Kraus 
Carlie & David Krolick 
Craig Lewis & Jenny Green-Lewis 
Eleanor Littlefield 
Chris & Ellen Lovell 
Patti Marrinan 
Joel Miller 
Keith Morgan 
May Morris 
Geoff Nelson 
Kevin & Garreth Parizo 
Albert & Marcia Perry 
James Pugh & Barbara Greenwood 
Daniel Raabe 
Alan Rubin 

Nancy & Ronald Rucker 
Liza Sacheli 
Robert S. Schine 
Kate Schmitt ‘75 
Michael & Cindy Seligmann 
Kristie & Donald Skor 
Gail D. Smith 
Barbara Somson & Ross Eisenbrey 
Rebecca Strum 
Linda Tublitz 
Eric Wegar 
Alice White ‘76 & Don Monroe 
Mary & Thomas Williams, Jr. 
Susan Wilmer ‘83  
 
Scholars 
Charlotte Adelman ’28 
Alanna Alphonse Saunders ’27 ^ 
Aimar Armendariz ’28 
Anna Baker ’28 
Megan Balparda ’26 
Serenity Baxter ’27 
Melody Bonano ’28 
Xander Bowles ’26 
Athena Brumley ’29 
Helen Carle ’29 
Josette Chun ’26 
Aaron Cohen ’25.5 
Silas Collins ’29 
Greta Costello ’26 
Meghasha Dangal ’27 
Aymeric Daniel ’29 
Galina Danita ’29 
Rohan Davies ’27 
Juliette Delgado ’27 
Anina Dentel-Pham ’27 
Emma Dobson ’27 
Marcos Dominguez ’27 
Anna Doucet ’26 
Charles Dye ’26 
Menen Ebrahim ’26 
Ella Gincherman ’27 
Adam Gips ’26.5 
Nayeli Guerrero ’27 
Eleanor Harrison ’26 
Jordan Henry ’26 
Abigail Hernandez ’26 
Ronen Israel ’29 
Annalise Johnson ’25.5 
Luisa Kazanjian ’29 
Norah Khan ’27 
Nathan Klonel ’28 
Jude Kuykendall ’28 
Mishal Lalani ’26 
Lily Larsen ’28 
Christy Liang ’28 
Asher Lichtenberg ’29 
Sophie Liebman ’27.5 
Edmar Lima ’26 

Jonathan Lopez ’29 
Daniel Lyons ’29 
Christa Maghamez ’29 
Olivia Maloney ’26 
Natalie Martinez ’28 
Paul Marzella ’29 
Edith Mauch ’27 
Devin McCormack ’28 
Elizabeth Melican ’29 
Nicole Meyers ’26.5 
Lili Schomer Mitchell ’28 
Gus Morrill ’27 
Maya Murtuza-Lanier ’27.5 
Tom Nevins ’25.5 
Adina Newman-Toker ’29 
Daniela Ortiz ’26 
Karan Parekh ’29 
Janthony Paulino ’29 
Claire Perry ’25.5 
Kate Petty ’26 
Jeremy Pouchot ’29 
Abeera Riaz ’27 ^ 
Emme Richards ’26 
Chelsea Robinson ’26 
Tamika Samuels ’26 
Camiel Schroeder ’26 
Karolina Sciesiek ’28 
Yuvraj Shah ’26 
Cleo Shaw ’27 
Cole Silpe ’29 
Mehr Sohal ’26 
Tyler Stark ’27 
Abhir Suri ’28 
Aiden Tam ’27 
Jeffrey Teh ’28 
Liefe Temple ’25.5 
Jigyasha Thakur ’26 
Lisandra Tusen ’26 
Chimemeka Uduanu ’27 
Ryan Ulen ’26 
Archana Vaithilingam ’27 
Alexandra Valdivia ’27 
Phil Wang ’27 
Aileen Wang ’29 
Cole Weihs ’29 
Xuzi Wu ’28 
Sirui (Laura) Xia ’29 
Qianhao Yang ’28 
Tiffany Yiu ’29* 
Yan Zhang ’27 
Sam Zhang ’29 

 
*Performing Arts Series Intern	
^Arts Marketing Intern

     Producers  Patrons, cont.   Scholars, cont. 



	

	

 
JOIN US FOR MORE EVENTS THIS 2025–2026 SEASON! 

Learn more at go.middlebury.edu/performing 

 
 

ACCESS TO THE ARTS IS IMPORTANT TO US. 
The following services are available at Mahaney Arts Center events. 

Connect with an usher or the Box Office or visit go.middlebury.edu/artsaccess   
for more information on our accessibility services. 

 

 
Accessible parking, seating,  
and restrooms.  

Relay calls welcome via the Vermont  
Relay Service (711). 

 
Assistive listening devices  
at most events.  

Sign language interpretation or real-time  
captioning at select shows. 

 
Large-print programs  
at many performances.  

Accessible/single stall/all-gender restrooms 
at many campus venues. 

 
Free & discounted ticket programs  
go.middlebury.edu/ticketprograms  

Low-cost or free transportation  
available through Tri-Valley Transit,  
(802)388-2287, www.trivalleytransit.org/ 

 

 
MAHANEY ARTS CENTER 

Pieter Broucke, Associate Dean for the Arts 
Liza Sacheli, Director, Mahaney Arts Center 

Allison Coyne Carroll, Director, Performing Arts Series 
Molly Andres, Arts Events Manager 

Mark Christensen, Concert Hall Technical Director 
Christa Clifford ’93, Associate Director of Operations and Finance 

Leeeza Robbins, Box Office Manager 

 
 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Middlebury College sits on land which has served as a site of meeting and exchange among  

Indigenous peoples since time immemorial. The Western Abenaki are the traditional caretakers  
of these Vermont lands and waters, which they call Ndakinna, or “homeland.”  

We remember their connection to this region and the hardships they continue to endure.  
We give thanks for the opportunity to share in the bounty of this place and to protect it. 


