
	

	

	

	



	

	

Bria Skonberg Quintet 

Bria Skonberg, Trumpet/Voice/Composition 

Birsa Chatterjee, Saxophone 

Darrian Douglas, Drums 

Chris Pattishall, Piano 

Barry Stephenson, Bass 

 

 

The “Jingle Bell Swing” program will be announced from the stage. 

 

 

There will be no intermission.  

 

 

This performance is made possible with generous support  

from the Paul Nelson Performance Endowment and the Rothrock Family Residency Fund. 

 

Please turn off all electronic devices prior to the performance, and refrain from texting. 

Photography and the use of audio or video equipment are prohibited. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



	

	

Biographies 

 

Bria Skonberg, Trumpet/Voice/Composition 

Bria Skonberg is a Juno-award winning artist, 10x Downbeat Rising Star, Jazz 

at Lincoln Center Swing! Awardee, and the 2022 recipient of the “Legend” 

Award by the Society for the Preservation of the Great American Songbook. 

The trumpeter, vocalist, and composer has been called the “shining hope of 

hot jazz” (NY Times) and is considered “one of the most versatile and imposing 

musicians of her generation.” (Wall Street Journal) She has been a featured artist 

at hundreds of festivals and stages the world over, including New Orleans Jazz 

& Heritage, Monterey, Newport, and Montreal Jazz Festivals. A three-time 

Juno Award Nominee, Bria’s debut LP on Sony Masterworks won for Best 

Jazz Vocal Album and made the Top 5 on Billboard jazz charts. Her upcoming 

seventh studio album What it Means was recorded in New Orleans with the 

Crescent City’s finest and released in July 2024. She tours constantly, bringing 

her own signature sounds of fiery trumpet playing, smoky vocals, and story-

telling together with adventurous concoctions of classic and new.  

 

The daughter of teachers, Bria is passionate about education and the learning 

experience. She was introduced to jazz by a spirited public school band 

program and local festival in her hometown of Chilliwack, British Columbia. 

She earned her degree in Jazz Trumpet Performance from Capilano University 

in Vancouver, where she studied with Kevin Elaschuk, Alan Matheson, and 

independently with Australian cornetist Simon Stribling—all while balancing a 

full road schedule and managing two bands. Following graduation, she 



	

	

performed for four years with Canada’s King of Swing, Dal Richards, and was 

taken under the wing of music producer Paul Airey. who cultivated her love of 

songwriting. A featured performance at the opening ceremony of the 

Vancouver Paralympic Games capped off this exciting chapter.  

 

She traveled extensively, performing in China, Japan, and throughout Europe 

as a featured artist in traditional jazz circles. Seeking new challenges, Bria 

moved to New York in 2010. She has studied privately with renowned 

trumpeters Warren Vache and Jon Faddis, and performed with the likes of 

Wyclife Gordon, Jon Batiste, Stephane Wrembel, and Steven Bernstein. She 

released two more solo records with Random Act Records, So Is The Day (2012) 

and Into Your Own (2014), highlighting her songwriting and sound explorations. 

At this point, she met renowned record producer Matt Pierson and started a 

musical collaboration that would see her award-winning albums Bria (2016) and 

With a Twist (2017) released on OKeh Records (Sony). Her 2019 independent 

release Nothing Never Happens features predominantly original compositions.  

 

Since arriving in New York, Bria has been at the forefront of a revival of classic 

American music as both a performer and educator, programming concerts and 

workshops for students of all ages on behalf of Jazz at Lincoln Center, the 

Louis Armstrong House Museum, Jazz House Kids, and more. Bria is a co-

producer of the NY Hot Jazz Camp, an annual immersive learning experience 

for adults in the heart of Greenwich Village, as well as the annual Gotham Jazz 

Festival.  She has served as faculty at the Teagarden Jazz Camp (Sacramento 

Jazz Education Foundation), Centrum Jazz Camp, Geri Allen Jazz Camp, and 



	

	

Junior Jazz Academy (JALC). She now appears often giving masterclasses and 

private instruction—as well as directing and performing—with student 

ensembles at all levels.  In 2018 Lincoln Center sought out her leadership for a 

tribute to the first integrated all-female big band, the International Sweethearts 

of Rhythm, which marked the debut of her “Sisterhood of Swing” ensemble. 

She has been musical director for two further concerts of this material 

featuring Grammy award-winning vocalist Catherine Russell, who is the 

daughter of International Sweethearts of Rhythm guitarist Carline Ray.  

 

Notable touring includes being a featured member of the 2019 Monterey Jazz 

Festival on Tour for 26 dates alongside Cecile McLorin Salvant, Christian 

Sands, Melissa Aldana, and Jamison Ross. Since the start of 2024, she has 

toured 45 cities in the U.S. and Canada with “Sing & Swing: Our Great 

American Songbook” alongside fellow trumpeter and vocalist Benny Benack 

III, presented by Jazz at Lincoln Center and IMG Artists.  

 

Bria is an active mentor in the Women in Jazz Organization, a Bach Conn-

Selmer artist, a board member of the International Trumpet Guild, and she 

became a mother in 2020.  

 

 

  



	

	

Birsa Chatterjee, Saxophone 

Birsa Chatterjee’s career began as a young participant in nationally recognized 

and award-winning jazz education programs such as Jazz House Kids and Jazz 

at Lincoln Center and he was the first recipient of the James Moody 

scholarship. Birsa graduated from The Oberlin Conservatory of Music in 2019 

with degrees in saxophone and vocal performance and received his master’s 

degree in jazz saxophone performance from The Juilliard School. 

 

Birsa has played at Carnegie Hall, the Blue Note, Dizzy’s Club, NJPAC, and 

across the U.S., Peru, and India. He has forged new ground as a composer, 

blending authentic elements of Indian classical music and jazz. He has 

performed as a guest soloist with the Dominick Farinacci Big Band, appeared 

alongside Terence Blanchard at the Tri-C Jazz Festival, and played with many 

other jazz greats. In 2020, he debuted the Birsa Chatterjee Quartet virtually to 

global audiences, and gives regular performances combining influences of Jazz 

as well as his Indian classical musical roots. 

 

In addition to his role as education coordinator for Jazz House Kids in 

Montclair, NJ, Birsa works with students at Jazz at Lincoln Center, Juilliard 

youth programs, and privately in New York City. 

 

 

  



	

	

Darrian Douglas, Drums 

Darrian Douglas—a dynamic drummer, composer, and educator—has forged a 

remarkable career that spans from his roots in Jackson, Mississippi to the 

vibrant music scenes of New Orleans and New York City. 

 

Following mentorship by renowned music educators Dr. Perry Combs, Alvin 

Fielder, and Chad Anderson, Darrian made a pivotal move to New Orleans in 

2007, stepping into the prestigious role of drummer for Ellis Marsalis’s quartet. 

This experience, which lasted until 2012, proved transformative, allowing 

Darrian to expand his musical horizons without constraints. 

 

As a co-leader, Darrian helms The Session, a collaborative ensemble featuring 

musicians he has worked with during his time in Jason Marsalis’ vibe quartet. 

This co-led band allows Darrian to showcase not only his drumming skills, but 

also his compositional talents and leadership abilities, sharing creative direction 

with his fellow musicians. His virtuosity has graced over 30 international 

festivals and iconic venues such as The Kennedy Center, Dizzy’s Club Coca-

Cola, and Smoke Jazz Club. Darrian’s rhythmic prowess has earned him 

performances alongside jazz luminaries including Wynton Marsalis, Victor 

Goines, and Jazzmeia Horn. Douglas’ discography showcases his versatility, 

with notable recordings featuring Ellis Marsalis, Greggory Agid, and Bria 

Skonberg.  

 

Passionate about nurturing the next generation of musicians, Darrian previously 

served as a percussion instructor at the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts. 



	

	

Currently, he’s Executive Director of the Second Line Arts Collective—a non-

profit organization bridging critical gaps in music education—offering 

comprehensive programming from early instruction to professional 

development. 

 

Now based in New York City, Darrian continues to push the boundaries of 

jazz drumming while fostering a community of artists and industry 

professionals.  

 

 

  



	

	

Chris Pattishall, Piano 

Chris Pattishall is a pianist and composer known for his wide stylistic breadth, 

meticulous sense of detail, empathy, and an inclination towards the surreal. An 

in-demand pianist and musical collaborator, Chris has established himself over 

the last decade as “an expert at using the jazz tradition as a jumping-off point 

for experimentation” (JazzTimes). His 2021 release Zodiac—a reimagining of the 

Zodiac Suite by pioneering yet under-appreciated pianist and composer Mary 

Lou Williams—was called “a startling achievement” (NY Times) and “a hell of a 

debut album” (Stereogum). 

 

Chris is a featured performer on a wide range of recordings, from the 

GRAMMY-nominated debut album of Jamison Ross to the film scores of 

Knives Out, Nightmare Alley, and the indie sensation Everything Everywhere All At 

Once” He co-composed the score to Going To Mars: The Nikki Giovanni Project 

(directed by Joe Brewster and Michele Stephenson) with Samora Pinderhughes. 

The film won the Grand Jury Prize at the 2023 Sundance Film Festival. 

 

He has collaborated with artists across multiple disciplines, including theater 

directors Shariffa Ali and Kamilah Long, tap dancer Michela Marino-Lerman, 

writer Simeon Marsalis, and visual artists Najja Moon and Kambui Olujimi. He 

contributed music to Kambui Olujimi’s installation In The Dark We Lose Our 

Edges for the Sharjah Biennial 15, as well as Samora Pinderhughes’s multimedia 

installation/exhibit The Healing Project. He has performed at world-renowned 

venues including Carnegie Hall, Jazz at Lincoln Center, and the Whitney 



	

	

Museum, and toured internationally as a leader as well as with artists such as 

Wycliffe Gordon, Jamison Ross, Bria Skonberg, and Vuyo Sotashe.  

Chris is a NY Voices Fellow at Joe’s Pub alongside vocalist Vuyo Sotashe—

together they are working on a duo album that ranges from Duke Ellington to 

Xhosa hymns to Randy Newman. Chris was an Artist-In-Residence at Duke 

University (2021–2022), focusing on the musical and community impact of 

Mary Lou Williams. His original suite Fictions, based on the short stories of 

Jorge Luis Borges, received a 2019 Recording Grant from the Aaron Copland 

Fund. 

 

 

  



	

	

Barry Stephenson, Bass 

New York City-based acoustic/electric bassist and composer Barry Stephenson 

has been acclaimed as “one of the most sought-after bassists on the scene 

today.” Released in 2020, Barry’s The Iconoclast was nominated for the NAACP 

Image Award® for Outstanding Jazz Album (Instrumental) and was notably 

the only independently produced album in a category that included works by 

Jon Batiste, George Burton, Christian Sands, and Immanuel Wilkins. The 

Iconoclast was also named by Offbeat magazine as one of the Top 50 Albums of 

2020. 

 

As with his debut album, 2015’s Basic Truths, The Iconoclast was entirely original 

music (excepting a new arrangement of Thelonious Monk’s Bemsha Swing)— a 

showcase of Barry’s work as a composer that has earned him the Ernest O. and 

Shirley N. Svenson Jazz Composition Award, and the ASCAP Foundation’s 

Louis Armstrong Award. Barry has also composed for film, most recently the 

score for the award-winning short, Truth, Inc. 

 

Barry has performed and toured extensively with TV personality, musician, and 

bandleader Jon Batiste and Stay Human, including regular appearances on The 

Late Show with Stephen Colbert, and performances at a variety of festivals, 

including the Monterey, Montreaux, Montreal, Newport, North Sea, and 

Umbria Jazz festivals. He has also performed at Bonnaroo and Lollapalooza. 

Barry has been featured on episodes of The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel and Godfather of 

Harlem. 

 



	

	

Barry has performed with many internationally recognized jazz, blues, and soul 

artists, including Nicholas Payton, David Sanborn, Seal, the late Freddie Cole, 

Diane Schuur, Marc Cary, Jamison Ross, Sullivan Fortner, Jazzmeia Horn, 

Herlin Riley, the late Henry Butler, Mark Whitfield, Tim Warfield, Russell 

Gunn, Christian Sands, Cyrille Aimée, Etienne Charles, Marcus Printup, Davell 

Crawford, Rodney Green, and Theo Croker. 

 

 
 
 

  



	

	

Join us for a new, upcoming event! 

 
 
  



	

	

 

 

 

With special thanks to those friends who have played a major role 

in the creation of the Kevin P. Mahaney ’84 Center for the Arts 

 

 

Frances Hill Barlow and Edward L. Barlow P’95, GP’10 

Booth Ferris Foundation 

Janet Halstead Franklin ’72 and Churchill G. Franklin ’71, P’02, ’05, ’07 

Julie Moran Graham and Robert C. Graham Jr. ’63 

Martha Belden Jackson ’52 

Willard T. Jackson ’51 

Betty A. Jones MA ’86 and David A. Jones 

Nathaniel E. Kachadorian ’95 

Kevin P. Mahaney ’84 

L. Douglas Meredith 

Carolyn Skyllberg Peterson ’58 and Milton V. Peterson ’58, P’84, ’86, ’88 

Steve Saulnier ’29 

Jean B. Seeler ’60 

J. Lea Hillman Simonds ’69, P’93, ’97 

Barbara P. Youngman and Robert P. Youngman ’64, P’87, ’90 

Richard D. Zanuck P’93 
  



	

	

 
Our thanks to the 2024–2025 members  

of the Performing Arts Series Society (PASS) 
for their support of the series and arts at Middlebury. 

 
Learn more or join PASS now at go.middlebury.edu/givepass 

 
 

Buz & Angelika Brumbaugh ’91 
Estate of Olin C. Robison 
Rothrock Family Residency Fund 
Jean B. Seeler ’60 
Sunderman Family Concert Fund 
 
Partners 
Cathy Lee ’92 & Darius Nassiry 
Paul Nelson 
 
Advocates 
Elizabeth Karnes Keefe &  
Thomas Keefe 
Marny & Rob Lichtenstein 
Marijke Niles 

 
Patrons 
Anonymous 
Gretchen Ayer 
George & Paula Bellerose 
Ilaria Brancoli Busdraghi &  
Pieter Broucke 
Sue Burdick ’63 & Chuck Burdick ’63 
Louise Cadwell ’71 &  
Ashley Cadwell ’70 
Susan & George Cady Jr. ’72 
Allison Coyne Carroll 
Dick Conrad ’59 & Judith Irven 
Marc Crawford 
Bob DeMarco 
Magna & David Dodge 
Gregory Donadio 
Stephen & Emmie Donadio 
Lyn DuMoulin 
Suzanne Dworsky 
Emory & Diana Fanning ’71 
Diane & Vaughn Gooding Jr. ’71 
Ross & Amy Gregory 
Peter & Martha Haskell 
Doreen & James Hogle 
Carolyn Jackson ’61 &  
Will Jackson ’51 
Michael Katz & Mary Dodge 
Susan Kavanaugh &  
Christopher Shaw 
Max & Lois Kraus 
Jason Kelley 
Carlie & David Krolick 
Eleanor & Richmond Littlefield 

Chris & Ellen Lovell 
Helen Marsh 
Joe & Leila McVeigh ’98 
Sally & Al Molnar 
May Morris 
Lorrie Muller 
Kevin & Garreth Parizo 
Albert & Marcia Perry 
Barbara Perry 
Kirsten Pickus & Stephanie Fisher 
Daniel Raabe 
Jill & John-Eric Robinson 
Alan Rubin 
Nancy & Ronald Rucker 
Robert Ruggiero & Elizabeth Stabler 
Liza and Anna Sacheli 
Robert S. Schine 
Kate Schmitt 
Gail D. Smith 
Rebecca Strum 
Emily Sunderman 
Patricia Thompson 
Linda Tublitz 
Thomas Turley 
Eric Wegar 
Alice White ’76 & Don Monroe 
Jeffrey Williams  
Mary & Tim Williams 
Susan Wilmer ’83 &  
Henry Wilmer Jr. ’76 
Marjorie & Malcolm Wright 
 
Scholars 
Brigid Armbrust ’25 
Megan Balparda ’26 
Serenity Baxter ’27 
Xander Bowles ’26 
Josette Chun ’26 
Aaron Cohen ’25.5 
Greta Costello ’26 
Vanessa Dator ’25 
Rohan Davies ’27 
Juliette Delgado ’27 
Chandni Desai ’25 
Emma Dobson ’27 
Marcos Dominguez ’27 
Charles Dye ’26 
Menen Ebrahim ’26 
Adam Gips ’26.5 

Ryan Greguski ’25 
Nayeli Guerrero ’27 
Josh Harkins ’25 
Abigail Hernandez ’26 
Ezekiel Hooper ’25 
Annalise Johnson ’25.5 
Emi Kawahara ’25 
Norah Khan ’27 
Rachel Lafferty ’25 
Mishal Lalani ’26 
Lily Larsen ’28 
Dira Mahmud ’25 
Olivia Maloney ’26 
Amanda Martins ’25 
Edith Mauch ’27 
Carter McPhedran ’24.5 
Nicole Meyers ’26.5 
Marco Motroni ’25* 
Daniela Ortiz ’26 
Claire Perry ’25.5 
Leslie Ramirez ’25 
Abeera Riaz ’27^ 
Emme Richards ’26 
Tamika Samuels ’26 
Alanna Saunders ’27^ 
Camiel Schroeder ’26 
Maeve Shea ’24.5 
Yuvraj Shah ’26 
Cleo Shaw ’27 
August Siegel ’25 
Mehr Sohal ’26 
Tyler Stark ’27* 
Yikai Sun ’25 
Aiden Tam ’27 
Jigyasha Thakur ’26 
Roeskva Torhalsdottir ’25 
Lisandra Tusen ’26 
Chimemeka Uduanu ’27 
Ryan Ulen ’26 
Archana Vaithilingam ’27 
Urian Vasquez ’25 
Bailey Walker ’24.5 
Phil Wang ’27 
Benjamin Weiss ’25 
Vanessa Zeleneeva ’25 

 
*Performing Arts Series Interns 
^Arts Marketing Interns 

     Producers       Patrons, cont.       Scholars, cont. 



	

	

 
  Join or renew NOW for the 2024–2025 season! 

Learn about PASS at go.middlebury.edu/pass,  
     from the box office, or via brochures in the lobby. 

 
 

ACCESS TO THE ARTS IS IMPORTANT TO US. 
The following services are available at Mahaney Arts Center events. 

Connect with an usher or the Box Office or visit go.middlebury.edu/artsaccess   
for more information on our accessibility services. 

 

 
Accessible parking, seating, and 
restrooms are available.  

Relay calls welcome via the Vermont  
Relay Service (711). 

 
Assistive listening devices are 
available at most events.  

Sign language interpretation or real-time  
captioning available at select shows. 

 
Large-print programs are available 
at many performances.  

Accessible/single stall/all-gender restrooms 
available at many campus venues. 

 
Free and discounted ticket 
programs are available. 
go.middlebury.edu/ticketprograms 

 
Low-cost or free transportation available  
through Tri-Valley Transit, 388-2287, 
www.trivalleytransit.org/ 

 

 
MAHANEY ARTS CENTER 

Pieter Broucke, Associate Dean for the Arts 
Liza Sacheli, Director, Mahaney Arts Center 

Allison Coyne Carroll, Director, Performing Arts Series 
Molly Andres, Arts Events Manager 

Mark Christensen, Concert Hall Technical Director 
Christa Clifford ’93, Associate Director of Operations and Finance 

Leeeza Robbins, Box Office Manager 

 
 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Middlebury College sits on land which has served as a site of meeting and exchange among  

indigenous peoples since time immemorial. The Western Abenaki are the traditional caretakers  
of these Vermont lands and waters, which they call Ndakinna, or “homeland.”  

We remember their connection to this region and the hardships they continue to endure.  
We give thanks for the opportunity to share in the bounty of this place and to protect it. 


