Pedagogy at Middlebury
Language Schools

Why does the Language Pledge work?
What else are we (wanting to be) known for?
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MLS is known for Language Pledge
What exactly makes that work?
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Major pathways which feed learners to Middlebury Language Schools



Cut funding for gov/military
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Yet languages are still valuable! So why are
enrollments going down?

GLOBAL STATISTICS
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Why are language enrollments going down?
“Intermediate” stage problem is part of it anauage Enollment Datebase, 19562021

Note: If drop-down icons appear, expand rows to see enroliments by state and institution. You can revise your search, or you can
The younger you are the better sartovr
ARABIC
The more compressed the better - I - B - B
Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall
Entire US = 2211 30,257 32282 34908 23,987 10.584 5,505
CHINESE
1.673,566 2021 2016 2013 2000 2006 2002 1998
] Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall
16575 838
Entire US = 45,272 53106 61,084 59, 876 51.382 34153 28,456
2021 2016 2013 2009 2006 2002 1998
1153.239 1.185 465 Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall
112401 1,186,632 1182 562 EntireUS * 135,088 176285 197679 215244 206019 201385 195,064
1,138,772 '
1.034 651 1 =
: El T T o GI_"“"':‘ GERB‘LA..\I
. 1,007,709 34,305 i
g a46 310 _ M 20 2016 2013 2009 2006 2002 1998
aan ¢ : 924337 Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall
- Entire Us = 53,543 80,567 867382 95,613 94346 91900 89,013
g 7
g JAPANESE
; I;'??qg_;z"‘"‘m 2021 2016 2013 2009 2006 2002 1998
o Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall
L -L
433,639 .
Entire Us = 65,661 68,517 66,711 72,357 65,410 52238 43341
KOREAN
2021 2016 2013 2009 2006 2002 1998
Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall
I T T T ! T L T T T T L L T Y J L T T 1 EntireUS *~  19.270 13.912 12,256 8,449 pATTS 5,211 4479
1958 1959 1960 1967 1963 1965 1968 W70 1972 1974 1977 1980 1983 1986 1990 1995 1998 2002 2006 2009 2013 2016 2021
Mumber of institutions reporting in 2021 2,455 RUSSIAN
|:-.I-- SIS MACRIRIEL IKO0 DAMHAC OO T AT RTSTARPYINIGN 0, MR T OGN LAY SMAch IV . o i T o v v 2021 2016 2013 2009 2006 2002 1998
== Jfirst to include Latin and Anclent Greex Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall
Fig. 1a: Fall Language Enroliments by Year s> S B ™ Bl Y™ Bl ™M
SPANISH
2021 2016 2013 2009 2006 2002 1998
Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall

Entire US * 584,453 714,583 T89,888 861.015 8223148 745,215 649,245




Al changing felt needs and demands for language

Felt usefulness of proficiency levels

Al creates even more
demand for advanced
users who can evaluate Al

Many staple
intermediate tasks
no doable with Al
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naturally ®

Al extends beginner-level
skills and makes playing
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Other Changes in the AI age Beginner Intermediate Advanced

H Before Al m After Al
* Language classes = Dual language schools

Language requirement - Seal of biliteracy, professional certifications
Language as a humanity =2 Language combined with professional skills
Learners as creators of texts = Learners as co-editors of texts

Basic speaking = Sophisticated listening

Texts + time > Multimodality, immediacy, rise of oracy



What do we want to be known for in this changing
language education space? (besides the pledge)

* Discuss in groups what else the Language Schools will need to be
<nown for (in terms of pedagogy) to keep it relevant?

* Language Pledge is probably necessary still, but maybe not
sufficient to meet all the changes and challenges...
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